
28th -  30th,  January 2025
PrideInn Paradise Beach Resort  & 
Convention Center,  Mombasa -  
Kenya

SECURI NG HE A LTH AND PROSPERITY,  ONE  
COMMUNITY  AT  A  T IME .

CONFERENCEPROGRAM
DAY 0: 27.01.2025
Karibuni Kenya
0800 - 1600: Arrival and Registration 
1830 - 2100: Welcome Cocktail

DAY 1: 28.01.2025
Whole of Community Approach
Emphasizes the collaborative efforts required for health 
security, involving all sectors of the community.

0800 - 0900
Registration
Check-in, receive Summit materials.
EARGHSS Secretariat

0900 - 0910
Welcome and Introduction 
Welcome to EARGHSS 2025: Outline of the summit 
objectives, set the tone for the discussions, and highlight 
the significance of the event in advancing regional health 
security.
MC Cliff Laban Onserio
Dr. Emmanuel K. Nzai, CEO Jumuiya Economic 
Development Secretariat & Chairman, Kenya Vision 2030 
Board
H.E Abdulswamad Nassir, Governor, Mombasa County

0910 - 1020
Plenary Session 
Opening Remarks and Context  
01. H.E Gideon Mung'aro, Governor Kilifi County & 

Chairman Jumuiya ya Kaunti za Pwani 
02. Hon. Mary Muthoni Muriuki CBS, Principal Secretary 

State Department for Health and Professional 
Standards, Ministry of Health in Kenya. 

03. Dr. James Lawler, Associate Director for International 
Programs & Innovation, Global Center for Health 
security, University of Nebraska Medical Center

04. Dr. Mazyanga Lucy Mazaba, Regional Director, Eastern 
Africa Regional Co-coordinating Centre Africa CDC

05. Dr. Dele Davies, UNMC Chancellor
06. Dr. Githinji Gitahi, Amref Group CEO 
07. Dr. Ali Hajiadam, Minister of Health and Human 

Services, Federal Govt of Somalia; Chair of the East 
Africa Regional Ministerial Steering Committee, 
(RESCO) of Africa CDC 

08. Dr. Abdourahmane Dialo, Kenya WHO Representative 
09. Robert Ingasira, Acting CEO, Social Health Authority 

(SHA) Kenya
10. Cynthia Kropac, Chief Enterprise Business Officer, 

Safaricom
11. Dr Abdi, Mohamed, Chairman, Social Health Authority 

(SHA) Kenya
12. Dr Swarup Ranjan Mishra, Chairman, Biovax
13. Dr. Jean Kaseya, Africa CDC, DG 
14. Mr. James Muhati PS, State Depart. For Economic 

Planning
15. Dr. Deborah Barasa, Cabinet Secretary for Health, 

Kenya.

1020 - 1035
Plenary Session 
Official Opening Keynote Remarks: 
Regional health security priorities and the role of the 
summit in shaping future strategies.
H.E Dr. William Samoei Ruto, C.G.H., President of the 
Republic of Kenya and Commander-in-Chief of the Defense 
Forces.

1035 - 1115
Group Photo Session/ Health Break

1115 - 1130
Plenary Session 
Catalytic Perspectives: Lasers

1130 - 1200
Fireside Chat Session 
Keynote Address: Lessons from COVID-19 & other 
outbreaks: Building Resilient Communities. 
Moderator: Cliff Laban Onserio
Speaker
01. Dr. Francis Kasolo - WHO Liaison Director the AU 
02. Prof Marleen Temmerman, Director of the Centre of 

Excellence in Women and Child Health

1200 - 1300
Panel Sessions
Panel Session 1.1: The role of private sector in Health 
emergencies in the region   
Moderator: Dr Swarup Ranjan Mishra, Chairman, Biovax
Panelists
01. Dr. Amit N. Thakker Chairman Africa Health Business 
02. Dr Kanyenje Gakombe, Chairman Kenya Healthcare 

Federation- letter sent
03. Dr. Henry Kyobe Bosa - National Incident Commander,  

MOH Uganda

1300 - 1400: Lunch Break

1400 - 1500
Panel Session
Panel Session 1.2: Fostering National Public Health 
Institutes (NPHIs) for Better Pandemic Preparedness, 
Sustainability and threats to health security
Facilitator: Dr. Patrick Osewe, Senior Director, Regenesys 
Africa; Global Health Leader
Panelists
01. Dr. Claude Mambo Muvunyi
02. Dr. Kamene Kimenye, Ag. DG Kenya NPHI
03. Dr. Muraguri Nicholas, GH Secretary, Kenya Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs.

1500 - 1600
Breakout Sessions
Breakout Session 1.1: Biosecurity and Bioterrorism in the 
East Africa region. (BallRoom)
Moderator: Dr. John Lowe, Director, Global Center for 
Health Security, University of Nebraska Medical Center 
Panelists
01. Prof Elijah Songok, CEO, KEMRI
02. Dr. Stefan Kloth - Robert Koch Institute
03. Dr. Makumbi Isa, Technical Advisor, NPHEOC, Ministry 

of Health, Uganda
04. Dr. Jane Carter, Amref

Breakout Session 1.2: Big data and artificial intelligence in 
African healthcare: unlocking data for health and health 
emergencies (Shimba)
Moderator: Job Akuno, AfriCii and AKU
Panelists
01. Col. Robert Gatata, Head of Facility Readiness/ICT & 

Security Biovax
02. Dr Barry Kistnasamy, Compensation Commissioner      

for Occupational Diseases, South Africa - virtual
03. Mr. Tony Kioko, Software Engineer

Breakout Session 1.3: Role of academia and research 
on GHS (Dodori)
Moderator: Dr. Duncan Irungu, AMIU
Panelists:
01. Dr Luchuo Engelbert Bain - Africa Population and 

Health Research Center
02. Dr Robert Kakuru - Makerere University
03. Prof Peter Gichangi, DVC, ARE Technical University of 

Mombasa
04. Prof Tammary Rotich, Deputy Vice Chancellor, 

Academic and Student Affairs, AMREF International 
University.

05. Dr Kizito M. Lubano, KEMRI

1600 - 16.15: HEALTH BREAK

1615 - 1715
Panel Session
Panel 1.3: Current and Future Challenges and threats to 
health security
Moderator: Dr. Martin Muchangi - Director, Climate and 
Health, AMREF
Panelists:
01. Dr. Karoline Oberlander - Robert Koch Institute
02. Col. Robert Gatata - Head of Facility Readiness/ICT & 

Security, Biovax
03. Dr. James Lawler, Associate Director for International 

Programs & Innovation, Global Center for Health 
security, University of Nebraska Medical Center

04. Prof. Elijah Songok, CEO, KEMRI

1715 - 1730: Panel Report

1730 - 1745: Wrap Up

DAY 2: 29.01.2025
Focus on Building Resilient Health Systems
Centers the day around improving health systems, a vital 
area for achieving effective health security.

0830 - 0915
Plenary Session
Keynote Address: Strengthening Health Systems: Bridging 
Public Health and Healthcare Delivery
Dr. Emmanuel K. Nzai, Chairman, Vision 2030
 
01. Speaker 1: Dr. Amit Thakker, Chairman AHB
02. Speaker 2: Dr. Dele Davies, UNMC Chancellor
03. Speaker 3: Hon. Dr. Deborah Barasa, Cabinet 

Secretary, Ministry of Health, Kenya 

Keynote Address 
H.E Uhuru Kenyatta, 4th President of the Republic of Kenya

0915-1000
Panel Session
Panel 2.1: Innovative Technologies: Transforming Health 
Security
Moderator: Boniface Hhalbano, Amref GHS Lead
Panelists
01. Cynthia Kropac - Chief Enterprise Business Officer, 

Safaricom
02. Dr. Caroline Kisia, CEO, Project ECHO, Africa
03. Prof. Julius Oyugi - PI, ENGAGE Project, University of  

Nairobi. 
04. Dr Barry Kistnasamy, Compensation Commissioner for   

Occupational Diseases, South Africa- virtual- TR
05. Samuel Mburu, Head of Digital Transformation & 

Excellence, Amref Health Africa
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1000 - 1015
Plenary Session
Catalytic Perspectives: Candles

1015 - 1030: Tea Break

1030 - 1145
Breakout Sessions
Breakout 2.1: The Role of Community Health Workers in 
Strengthening Health Systems. (Ball Room)
Moderator: Dr Judith Kose, Regional Programme Lead 
Africa CDC
Panelists
01. Rukia Community Health Worker Kenya
02. Abrar Abdelrahim, Director, Sustainable Development 

Response Organization (SUDRO), Sudan
03. Benson Simba, Director Social Determinants of Health 

Amref
04. Mr. Thomas Onyango, Country Director, Living Goods
05. Dr Anisa Omar- Former Kilifi County CEC for health

Breakout 2.2: Regional Manufacturing Solutions for 
Health Security (Shimba)
Moderator: Dr. Sam Nyingi, Africa Resource Center
Panelists
01. Dr. Cecilia Wanjala, Ag. CEO Biovax 
02. Dr. Bernard Olayo, World Bank  
03. Brian Kavuya, MD, East Africa Medical Vitals
04. Roneek Vora, Revital
05. Wesley Rono, Africa CDC HQ

 
Breakout session 2.3: Transforming infection prevention 
and control: novel approaches for reducing risk of disease 
spread in health systems and communities (Dodori)
Moderator: Dr. Rodgers Ayebare, Infectious Disease 
Institute, Makerere University, Uganda
Panelists
01. Dr Mazyanga Lucy, Regional Director, Africa CDC
02. Dr Meshack Ndirangu, Country Director Kenya - 

AMREF
03. Dr. Gome Lenga, Head of Port Health, Kenya Ports 

Authority
04. Sheila Nakato, Infectious Disease Institute, Makerere 

University
05. Dr. Eva Mwai - MD, NorthStar

1145 -1150: Transition to Breakout Sessions

1150 - 1315
Breakout Sessions
Breakout Session 2.4: Mental health and Psychosocial 
support - MHPSS in resilient communities and emergency 
response (Shimba)

Moderator: Dr. Mercy Karanja, Director, Mental Health, 
MOH Kenya
Panelists
01. Dr. Dama Masha, Kilifi County
02. Dr. Chitayi Murabula, Consultant Psychiatrist and 

lecturer, Kenyatta University. (Virtual)
03. Dr. Maureen Kimani - Director, MOH Kenya

Breakout 2.5: Crisis Management in Public Health 
Emergencies: Flexible Command Control and Coordination 
of PHEOCs (Ball Room)
Moderator: Dr. Ambrose Talisuna, WHO AFRO
Panelists
01. Dr Kamene Kimenye, NPHI Kenya Ag DG
02. Dr. Elizabeth Gonese, Regional Coordinator, Health 

Security, Epidemic Preparedness and Response, IFRC 
03. Hillary Limo, MOH Kenya
04. Aaron Kimeu - Director PH Emergency and 

Preparedness, MOH, Kenya

Breakout Session 2.6: Enhancing diagnostics and 
laboratory systems for community health, outbreak 
surveillance, and response (Shimba)  
Moderator: Anthony Jaccodul, Founder and Chief 
Executive Officer, Keton Consulting.
Panelists
01. Dr. Benjamin Tsofa, KEMRI
02. Dr. Ida Mbuthia - Healthcare Access Lead, Africa 

Roche, Kenya 
03. Dr. Claude Mambo Muvunyi, Director General, 

Rwanda Biomedical Center

1315 - 1415: Lunch Session

1415 - 1530
Plenary Session
Ministerial Session: : Investing in resilience: Financing 
Health Security and Emergency Preparedness for a safer 
future
Moderator: Dr. Patrick Osewe, Senior Director, Regenesys 
Africa
Panelists
01. Annastacia Kimtai Managing Director, KCB Kenya
02. Cabinet Secretary for Health, Kenya
03. Minister for Health, Somalia
04. Minister for Health, Comoros
05. Dr. Mohamed Elduma, Social Development Division, 

IGAD (Virtual)
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1530 - 1535: Transition to Breakout Sessions

1535 - 1700
Breakout Sessions
Breakout Session 2.7: Health Equity and Access: Strategies 
for addressing inequity, protecting vulnerable populations 
and raising the floor of community health. (Dodori)
Moderator: Dr Chris Barasa, Chief of Party Uongozi wa 
Afya Thabiti USAID
Panelists
01. Prof Stephen Rulisa, Professor of Obstetrics & 

Gynecology
02. Prof. Nada Fadul, Assistant Dean and Professor of 

Medicine, UNMC 
03. Dr. Lilian Otiso, Executive Director LVCT
04. Dr. Morrish Ojok, Amref South Sudan 
05. D. Michael Tarekegn, Amref Ethiopia

Breakout Session 2.8: Building resilient supply chains for 
health and health emergencies  
Moderator: Dr Rabera Kenyanya, Head of Technical 
Operations, Biovax
Panelists
01. Dr Isha Anand, HR & Finance Committee Chairperson, 

Pharmacy and Poisons Board, Kenya
02. Prof Samson Kinyanjui, KEMRI – Welcome Trust
03. Dr Nancy Njeru: Directorate of HPT for Emergency 

Response 
04. Dr. Waqo Ejersa, CEO, KEMSA

 
Breakout Session 2.9: Antimicrobial resistance and Health 
care associated Infections: countering an emerging threat.
(Ball Room)
Moderator: Dr George Kimathi, Dir ICD and Emerging 
Diseases
Panelists
01. Dr. Sultan Matendechero, Deputy Senior Director, 

MOH, Kenya
02. Evelyn Wesangula, Senior Antimicrobial Resistance 

(AMR) Control Specialist, ECSA- HC
03. Dr. Dathan Byonanebye, Internal Medicine Makerere 

University
04. Prof. Samuel Kariuki, GARDP Regional Director Global 

AMR Expert

1700 - 1715: WRAP UP

1830 - 2100: EARGHSS 2025 GALA DINNER

DAY 3: 30.01.2025
Building Sustainable Preparedness
Emphasizes the importance of long-term preparedness 
strategies for future health security challenge.

0830 - 0900
Plenary Session
Keynote Address: East Africa as a Model for Sustainable 
Health Security
Dr. Francis Kasolo - WHO Director to AU Liaison Office

0900 - 1000
Panel Session
Panel Session 3.1: One Health: Linking human, animal, 
and environmental health for a secure future
Moderator: Eric Fevre - International Livestock Research 
Institute
Panelists
01. Samuel Wanjohi - (AFROHUN)
02. Dr. James Kahindi, Vice Chancellor, Pwani University 
03. Mr. Arithi Mutembei, One Health Specialist, FAO
04. Prof Aquinius Mungatia, Aga Khan University Hospital
05. Dr Mohammed Elduma - Health and Social 

Development, IGAD (Virtual)

1000 - 1030: Tea Break

1030 - 1130
Panel Session
Panel 3.2: Financial Instruments for Sustainable Health 
Preparedness
Moderator: Dr. Tim Theuri, CEO KHF
Panelists
01. Dr Anne Musuva, Country Director Thinkwell
02. John Okulo, Director of Corporate Banking, KCB
03. Jane Ngugi, Private Sector Engagement in Health 

Investment and Health Financing, USAID 
04. Dr. Martin Matu, ECSAHC
05. Dr. Francisco Songane, CEO, Africa Public Health 

Foundation

1130 - 1230
Panel Session
Panel Session 3.3: Building trust and health literacy: the 
role of Risk communication, Community engagement in 
health emergency preparedness and response
Moderator: Erick Achola, Amref Global Comms
Panelists
01. Charles Okendo - AFROHUN
02. Dr Mercy Korir - CEO & Editor-in-Chief, Willow Health 

Media 
03. Dr Mercy Mwangangi - Director, Health Systems 

Strengthening, Amref Health Africa 
04. Dr Lilian Otiso, LVCT Health

1230 - 1300
Plenary Session
Communique: Building health-secure and prosperous 
communities by 2030
Moderator: Cliff Laban Onserio

Read Out:
01. Africa CDC Eastern Africa RCC
02. RESCO Chair: Dr Ali Hajiadam Abubakar
03. AMREF International University
04. Ministers for Health
05. County Governors
06. Host Government- Kenya
07. WHO AFRO
08. Private Sector

1300 - 1400: Lunch Break

1400 - 1515
Breakout Sessions
Breakout Session 3.1: Training and Workforce 
Development in Health Security (Ball Room)
Moderator: Prof. Tammary Rotich - Deputy Vice 
Chancellor, Amref International University 

Panelists
01. Alida Ngwije - CHAI
02. Dr. Rabera Kenyanya, Head of Technical Operations, 

BioVax Institute
03. Dr. Doreen Alaleit - Seed Global
04. Prof. Elijah Songok, CEO, KEMRI 
05. Prof. Frank Wafula, Chair KHHRAC

Breakout 3.2: Regulatory and Policy Alignment for Health 
Emergency Preparedness and Response (Shimba)
01. Moderator: Dr. Serah Muteru, General Manager, 

Regulatory Affairs, BioVax Institute

Panelists
01. Dr. Claude Mambo Muvunyi, Director General, 

Rwanda Biomedical Center
02. Dr. David Kariuki, CEO KMPDC 
03. Dr. Mwanga Michael - Assistant Commissioner Health 

Services, MoH, Uganda
04. Dr. Nelly Bosire, Director. Public Health, MOH Uganda 

Breakout Session 3.3: Role of military and law 
enforcement, security services in preparedness and 
response  (Dodori)

Moderator: James Lawler, Professor, UNMC Division of 
Infectious Diseases

Panelists
01. Col. Robert Gatata - Biovax
02. Dr. Oumo Peter, Acting Commissioner - PHS Uganda 

Police Force
03. Dr. Grace Ikahu, Director of Public Health, MoH Kenya
04. Dr Henry Kyobe - Medical officer in the Uganda 

People's Defence Forces (UPDF)

1515 - 1525: Transition to Panel Sessions

1525 - 1615
Panel Session
Panel Session 3.4: Way Forward: Collaborative Strategies 
for Future Health Security, summary of Key Outcomes and 
Next Steps
Moderator: Dr. Amit Thakker, Exec. Chairman, Africa 
Health Business

Panelists
01. Dr. Deborah Barasa, Cabinet Secretary for Health, 

Kenya.
02. Dr. James Lawler, GCHS, University of Nebraska 

Medical Center
03. Prof. Tammary Rotich, Deputy Vice Chancellor, Amref 

International University
04. Mugo Kibati, Managing Director Telkom, Kenya

1615 - 1730
Plenary Session
Official Closing Remarks
MC - Cliff Laban Onserio

Speaker
01. Summit Convenors - Vision/ JEDS/ UNMC
02. Kenya Health CS
03. Amb. Minata Samate Cessuma, Comm for HSS, AU
04. Africa CDC
05. RESCO Chair
06. WHO
07. Rt. Hon. Raila Odinga 
08. Prime Cabinet Secretary 
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Breakout 3.2: Regulatory and Policy Alignment for Health 
Emergency Preparedness and Response (Shimba)
01. Moderator: Dr. Serah Muteru, General Manager, 

Regulatory Affairs, BioVax Institute

Panelists
01. Dr. Claude Mambo Muvunyi, Director General, 

Rwanda Biomedical Center
02. Dr. David Kariuki, CEO KMPDC 
03. Dr. Mwanga Michael - Assistant Commissioner Health 

Services, MoH, Uganda
04. Dr. Nelly Bosire, Director. Public Health, MOH Uganda 

Breakout Session 3.3: Role of military and law 
enforcement, security services in preparedness and 
response  (Dodori)

SECURING HEALTH AND PROSPERITY,  ONE 
COMMUNITY AT A TIME.

CONFERENCE
PROGRAM

Moderator: James Lawler, Professor, UNMC Division of 
Infectious Diseases

Panelists
01. Col. Robert Gatata - Biovax
02. Dr. Oumo Peter, Acting Commissioner - PHS Uganda 

Police Force
03. Dr. Grace Ikahu, Director of Public Health, MoH Kenya
04. Dr Henry Kyobe - Medical officer in the Uganda 

People's Defence Forces (UPDF)

1515 - 1525: Transition to Panel Sessions

1525 - 1615
Panel Session
Panel Session 3.4: Way Forward: Collaborative Strategies 
for Future Health Security, summary of Key Outcomes and 
Next Steps
Moderator: Dr. Amit Thakker, Exec. Chairman, Africa 
Health Business

Panelists
01. Dr. Deborah Barasa, Cabinet Secretary for Health, 

Kenya.
02. Dr. James Lawler, GCHS, University of Nebraska 

Medical Center
03. Prof. Tammary Rotich, Deputy Vice Chancellor, Amref 

International University
04. Mugo Kibati, Managing Director Telkom, Kenya

1615 - 1730
Plenary Session
Official Closing Remarks
MC - Cliff Laban Onserio

Speaker
01. Summit Convenors - Vision/ JEDS/ UNMC
02. Kenya Health CS
03. Amb. Minata Samate Cessuma, Comm for HSS, AU
04. Africa CDC
05. RESCO Chair
06. WHO
07. Rt. Hon. Raila Odinga 
08. Prime Cabinet Secretary 

END OF EARGHSS 2025
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